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4 Bernhard Lohse. Martin Luther's Theology: Its Historical and Systematical Development. p. 201. “Faith, on the other

hand, is a matter of the ‘heart’. It concerns chiefly one’s relation to God under the perspective of judgment and grace.”
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7  Milchael Allen Gillespie. The Theological Origins of Modernity. Chicago: The University of Chicago Press, 2008. p.119.
“God becomes the interior and guiding principle of his life, or what Luther calls conscience.”

8 ESFC Wang shouren: ( EPHRHZEE) & —Wang yangming Quan Ji Juan Yi [The Collected Works of Wang
Yangming(vol.1)], (=38 Shanghai: E385 %8 ARkt Shanghai Guji Chubanshe[Shanghai Classics Publishing House], 2011),
4 FTRA(EE) -

116



—IMRSET BEATANBRE(CLBERNBIELERME

REFZELHES - MESKTLRMET AL - BEMEFAMBEIIER "ZZ2HA"
RE|WHE "FX" L - BRZ "&FER - BERF" -

gm - BB AFNEB S I —TP LB HIR - BIAR B ZH - XFpFIREHE
MER - ZA -~ LRESXENZES - fFA—MERRAOMIR - SlIHBe BT ANZR
MEMR - WTXEHR - [RFFRBETEEE - RBEMEBER - —HH - BEETRE
B "RAT - URBHZANS - AWLBZMNESEE  AFELCHRAENNERED
EE3; Z—HE  XFMRAMAER "0 RETHIM - EX—0OEE - TLOR -
BRSHBIMWRIEERE - —HH - BERFEMARZAMEAIR ( &7EX BARIA
IR URSESRUBRNTURESSE ) RACTREZMKANHIE  TEEAS
BRI ; Z—0HE - BRURESIASBNIERESHRUMAROTWHIR - LEER
AR - RETWHIRFEZLIZ T IES - FREITMUEABFHETE SRR
BT ARMAREREE - LERAE - BEANANERSBENHERSIEA R ALE
A EBARAE - EAERESZ—HEHAR  IMENS - 5FF &F -  KEXR
HitBTHRERNSBEAER  MAAXLEAFTR S EBNENY - At - EXKMEES
S BHNANTHBENEEMNETARMEEMBRITRAE - 1

HR - "W 5 " MRAMS - APSEANTEE—IWXRNARSHE - A5 E -

B MANS  BEARBBYERKE  BERMRTEESHAENEMEN ; mMERTT

FRERREEMANERCEREINENSTHRAR - #X—8EX L """ 5 7" &
A
7
AURBEBERMIRAIESIT - A AR IERITET -

9 ELEFIbid 54T - FESLAPDEMZAMINRWOTISLOIAR - HRED - "MERKX—F  HEBBEE
B2 BWSHE - AMAHKRE ? " HBEER . "WEUAHK ? RZE DL - REMUBOEAR - FRIE
EVK - " UFBAAMESENHIF "EMAZ" WRAEMRY "R - BEEEREN - FEBRMT
BEMR - WNF "—HIR" WNEXRHFRESEANTE -

10 “Here you have to close up your reason altogether and follow only the Word of God, basing your ideas and opinions about
life and works upon it, so that you may know what the Word of Cod calls a “good tree” or” good fruit.” Martin Luther. Luther’s
works. vol.21. p.260.” He wants to teach us what to do, as though He were saying: “The world is insane. It tries to get rid of
its insanity by the use of wisdom and reason: and it looks for many ways and means, for all sorts of help and advice on how to
escape this distress. But the shortest and surest way is to go into a little room(Matt.6:8) or a corner and there to open up your
heart and to pour it out before God......” Martin Luther. Luther’s works. vol.21. pp.231-232.

11 Martin Luther. Luther’s works. vol.21. p.93. EfSRBMNE - RERBNANEBEUESEENE ST WIKEERSMAL
B E—RHTHH - RMEFABPRES - EYE" WBSREFRFRBRSMEK Ek - —7H7H - ARWREZ
MEZOR/WBATEMNSS 2L - XETANFZERENESKEN - AMY T 21 - o
PURPARRRZSES M NBZANSE—R - 81 - ENZAET "BH" - A TREMA - EX—FE - FHI]TLL
W AARSEEE BN - RME—HH - WTEEH 21" T2INRTE RAMAEMNMEL R —M 91E ks
WA - SEfR b - REMS RIAANTRAN "F" MO - RTOEXSHNERY - LRAXNEHNERE - &
WEELERE X -0 -

12 #7EZR Yang Guorong: ( 3Bt : MEFHRBZIAE+7) Wangxuetonglun:cong Wang yangming dao Xiong shili [The
General Theory of Wang School: From Wang Yangming to Xiong shili], (=8 Shanghai: {EZRITSEAZ H AR#t Huadong
Shifandaxue chubanshe [East China Normal University Press], 2002), 66 - 7GR "SAEARMS - TFEBBFMRAA - &

117



E 5 ERETIS 26 8, 2024 A5

EFHRRER - RFW "HETR" ERRELEARTHMTZENRZ - BHSTE
ERHARNSY - ELURREET - "HNETE" RRSSBEFREXE B
REBRX "CXALE" WFEOBA  METERSE  HERBIEM T KRENRC
BXZHE - R : "Mt 2% E - E59KUSH - BOBE - BRMUKN - BEAZ
BHEXI  FFEAZFTRN - MENMTSEZE " "SAARKMTOEREE
- LUAMSER 7 2RMEEETT - HWMS HEHSNNEHANINK - FNEE 7 HEMITH
MK - MEEREART  MEESAH - EAZ/VER - ERCSIF—HE - ESHDHT
G ERXRAYE - NAZBREEME - MITANERZNUE - "2

HVERER - £ "HOSEEHINNEMAWINK - FHBE 7 AEMITHINKR -
MBZEREAT  MEEASAA" XROBRPHEES =T HEXAMKH - "FHEE
THEMT BRANSTNIURE - M "REAR" FH " WAEBZ ERZIE
BENZES TITAEAN "BHM" - AXPMEX EXRR - ®RD7 17" B—RIANRE
o) AEEERELEW "H" - EXR - "HTE—" ENEMNNEEREHN - BIARER
Z "H" PURBEZEXRIMEREENERZ 17" - mERZ "7" PULER
BE7Y "BREAK" WELE "I - #X—EBEXT - NSTABEMREXNIL - AilE
ARNFHEMEE - MEHEEESE HEH—R IR -

B2 BERBRBRATIIZE IR - T 5" WBINEIER - HIIZ2E
ML STREERER - AMXAE ? XEARNZ S I —TRIE - PHIAR :
MZEYIFSM - B21T; TZRERRY - B2 - " UAXQEXRE  RENTE
—#%5 - BEREENBERERLWXS - EGANFLFE—HF  BRARE—RF  EZ
ERRMAERY - FHIANESW . "SHN - HOAERUESE - WEMEABERTE
2 AZMZNRABRARRER  BEAZEYZISW - 720 - EOABERAIEREE - N
HITBEAERYEX ARTZHNRAZRYSE - BEARMARERBRM - " 98%F - WT
MPYBRZE "BAEHEER" - MYTUWEX "BEY)ZL" - BIEEMABPER - Zfx 7
T SEBUMNNIETANE - EmMtFTRZRMITAREMS - MiE - EXFA
BNEMHESS - "M" EHEEXEEY 17" WX - 7" PEESY "H" F
R EMEMERXXY - BHEEZMNRARPANTZEREATENIL - XAEREER - &
RHZ EFESEENMERE - MTAKRRNMSTHEE - A - TUOKNEHE
RYWFE -

FHARR X —BEBN TIRESIHMNEBRIEREREERN - fll - AAZE "EF" &
RATE—EX - tANEE "H" HHEEARER—IIRTZNMR - MEEXSE

FERVEREIR - MUPTERNT  WEX LREREE - X% BITmBANEE  BENtTHRANETER
BEMIEFREENERE -

13 (&%) = 46501 - (2H) 55— F50 -

14 ELEFIbid EZ - 5240 7 -

15 BR3R Chen Lai: {BEXZ1E : TPHAAE Z/UIEM) Youwuzhijing: Wang yangming zhexuede jingshen [The Realms of
Being And Non-Being: The Spirit Of Wang Yangming’s Philosophy], ( 3t3R Beijing: AR HiiR¥t Renmin Chubanshe
[People’s Publishing House], 1991), 103 °

16 (&) B8° %2417

118



—IMRSET BEATANBRE(CLBERNBIELERME

WERPHNART "B)EL" WB@ - BF  EHTZFNEED - ANEETH
o "EYIEX" MET EF NEE - ARNtEXNTANEERNGRES "BATER"
Him "fMTE—" @2 &MTZEEMRER - HERAEX - FRLHEBES —2
W "ETMAEBRRER  BEET - EBEFEMARME - AL ZE N ; FmmA
FERVIES: - R - BEERMAZNI E - FIGAIRMT - TRRAZB—PIWK " Y

FIE - HNEFERIN—RE - "TZREERL - B2 5 "HmAEEL)
g BERR" 2SS 7T-EEX B "7 B "H" SUESHNBRENFRS - 09
ER - RABIEANERTRH  TERB—AENREEMPERIR - thay "BA
KE" TEHEFSIEEZN - IAMEERES A EBIMMIAMEILET "REMN" &
R -

BR - AR "17" A—1PEE - MIE—TRANEE - BRNYIRTH - EMETH
SEEPEET ANBEMOEED -

FHERFERY "20" ROBERSNEERRE - 145 17" MBRET EBAMAEL - BEXH
BMSNEMER  THEBSHATHRE-ENMIAZE X "METZEE - 72
MZINK ; MBI ZE  TEMZAE » " PAXERIEREF - [HIBIAA - —DERITA
TR BTERNAD  MEBELIEFRNYIEEDN - NIENABEXRE - "A"
BTRRABEBEE XBTANE—MER (17285 ) - ERTANESMEE (172

=) ;T MAR—SRNE_ME (M2 ) - BEETRENSEE  2REH
ESL S  ERUKRKIE (MZIKR) - Bt - ENBENBEXRE - A" 5"
7" REBTE—EE - B—FY  RMORMESRAEERS  BIE "H1" 5 "7" 2
B—M#mi B "tr" 5 "W ZFLUFRBEE "NT5—" KBEHDEFEE—1E
BiRY "ESEIE" o WMUE—3K - KRFH "HETR" WEDIEMALL - N IEAEREIE D
WXMFE - FERUMINS - ANE2ET "B 5 " NERE - mEZUCE
" OEBARONMIDON "BE" AN "EKsAT - XIPEA BE B A" SESKIE
BHS - EAME—ETHNEELES METEZFEMIALE ; M 17" WEX—F
BHESS - BANEKRESEXN "H" KEMNTHR - MBEE "f" WNEN - BEE/mHN
—MEES - PAMm - AX—BEX EXRR - MSTREFTRE - AFCFEAGERIN
B2

17 [)E Ibid, % 240 IT -

18 RTHPTRFEKEIINESG - OiE—LS0MEEK Chen Lai: (AL IR : ZPABBFME) Youwuzhijing:
Wang yangming zhexuede jingshen [The Realms of Being And Non-Being: The Spirit Of Wang Yangming’s Philosophy], (

1552 Beijing: AR HAR#E Renmin Chubanshe [People’s Publishing House], 1991), 510171 ©

19 (%) &M - 58237 -

20 FRIIME Chenlisheng: ( AZ 24 : EPHRAEIREITNKHIAIT) Rushengzhiji: Wang yangming zhiliangzhi gongfu yanjiu
[The Moment of Being A Sage: The Study of Wang Yang Ming’s Efforts of Zhi Liang-chih], ( 78 shanghai: 4=5E-525-57
HI=BXFJE Shenghuo-Dushu-Xinzhi Sanlian shudian, [SDX Joint Publishing Company. 2019], 126-128 -

119



E 5 ERETIS 26 8, 2024 A5

U - HAVAATIEZEALRHMTE—NER (AFENTEENREE ) - &
BAMITHITRENERE - Kb LETSRERIBELS "17" BBl K7 - 852 -
AASCER 2R ARCIEED - EERE - BRINM~E - KBRHEAAT "17" ERE - B
ity "FHITE—" WHEAREFBNETEX - F518Y - Bl - BMESERINKEL]
BEXZE—IE - PHARIR -

SAZED - LRANTOERYGE - ME—RBAKNBEAE  RAKREBT - BAEE
1k - %‘ﬁ%iﬁ/l\%ﬂhm— CEBARB A - BRIZITY - RV EAE - B
AENERE Y ABUEMR - AEB—SAZERIP  WERUSFRE - 2

FHARFELC 2Rt 7T IRE = ABMINRIEEX - T ANEE - FHBIANEE — R E
BT "7 - @Y - mABENERBmREmS - REHI K%%Ea—ﬁ’]%i@
EHMRER - F—RERBEATAMRERBWE - WHARARE - HAIWTF K
R —MEENSE - X TARFFERTANEEFLFERN] BRI 1bﬂ7ﬁblb\
MIENEERE - BRIRESVASSES - RIFFLU "B Z" (FAFANER - XT
REERE - XARZ—FEEHEL - B - WT—1MFKEREKEHANS - X
R EEESEER T NERER - RABRTLE2BRITNER - (IMEEER - "5
REE - RFHEE  HF - HFR22Z0 - BRREL; BREL  EZH ; BBEZAE -
MWINAENBLRE - EZHEZA - BENALK - MERRABER - WINASEZLH
ZAE " ZRERARE - IRBAZRRAR - RMNNAERN DA - Bt AEE
ERRENA (1) - FEIAX - "0 d - RANBLEMHNENEE - @8 ? L%
T - AETRERFMFLD - —UENAMSEZO—MK - %B/)%)\T FHRZ2
DZARE - BEERRBE?" SXEMBPERE—F  BIEFHERZE "WRE" MAME

R R EBET "meRMEL" KR URG & MRAE-MREREER -
M FHEAR R B R A B RTIIATT "ERmaZI” - ik "ERRmA ZIJJ F B M
TIEIT WEZRW - AETHRBEZES - %%Iﬁhﬁ?@ﬁ? R RENE—ER  ESH
K EERERR - KAERE - FEAR -

W?Eﬁﬁi%%%ﬁﬂ%ﬁ FFAZN RN MR TERE X REEH IR
REFE - AR (Z£) EP&E%“%ME’\J% »B(GXEE) 5:28% - "NERALT
ETH - XALESESHILTE Y - " EEBNXAEFERS - MhiE 7RG
@ - Bl ARERSE— ZE*EPJZ%HHZ/L,\E’JTTﬁK% fihiss - "#TELCAR AR 1B K ith i

B HOUEERLEEXANEBZELE - MUk - "#HBXRES - AN - TR

21 (=) H—  F52W -

22 BLEPBIbid B 15T -

23 BELEPBIbid H15M -

24 (&) B— F11L-

25 TSI (XEF) EP’%F%E@ZKJ”B%E@%;EE? YFmFZEL - "ERAENME - FHANNE—TPE
RITH - MEMZ—EE - BEERMNAL—FEBHRNME - X8 - ARENDHNESET—HEE - " [X]
KA R RRE LHIETEWHE%TE?% FRENMZE. (BEH@ESIC (B MR ) ) - EBAREMR - 2012
F . 8257 -

120



—IMRSET BEATANBRE(CLBERNBIELERME

—PNBEAL—DPLARER - LA TRRE - EsviFeth8e - BnaIiRE - B
IERLERIR 7 BET 3R - mERRENZ—BUZELRID - "2

EATERL - "B RERNPVTAZHMNAAINEH "BiT" BEX EWT -
2 "EBR KR OENPRABHSBNE - ERELE—D LRV AZN
RF LR MEFE "NTERE" - MERARNESE—TH  IEMANESR
FEMS - PIMNFHBERLN - SRHANEIRS - €7 - FHBAHKAR - Z2METTL
xR "BR" "EBE" WEN  REFEXARHERLRE  BEEW "WHMKEE - BT
#®eo" TERX—FHP  mERRNOLESEAFTEZETOTERNYETAN - MRAZRNERN
BHED -

SIEEN - HIR & SWEHASERTANTAX-—AXAAEERERE
"E BRARMLE - XWT "E = FHRRR

FLlaZﬁ% REBEREMEHE - EERMFRBANIX - WFELOBTES
1% - ZERFMRES - DZ20MXHS - BRZRAUXGS - WTMEEZF 0B 5
& - BHBFOR/AZ ”Fiﬁ CAMEBZEREFDBAE ? %

BRBRI—EX - FEN "FOFR FEEREANEREINSS - MmtAEE
AGZE "TR" 1EEth|ZEEHL}\7'j MRESRAEFBERTAZW - MREEIEANENR
B~ EKWERKE - UHAERZE 7" - FIUBNLOABE—DBE - WTAR
E' B BERIENETNRR Do S0RESLERENESSHNYIEED - WM - BRfedt
FEHARRA "—EADNBEIZT" MSB "MmAT" WA A G -

MTARNEZZHER - FHASKEF LR 7 2Ma 208 E - RMAEESL "—=
A" M - FHRY . "SBRMAMZ - MAZ - WRAMAZ - MEZ * " 28K -
PHERIR(E "HMIfTE—" WHMETEMAERNZEERBASZERE - hHEARELE
F—RZJL WTEIBROEE - EET - NHSEEREEFMETAS ;
MmHESMESMES - RE - FBEIIED - BYHNINRGERRERFSFHE -

ey

— - BENENSEESE S1T—®

ESSWANBHREECEENM—PEENTFANERERL  BREEFIRD TRER
iR'—i%EfﬁﬁZ@E’\]%%& > SIHEAMEML - BEXEOSTARICIREF A I I —
H - EEENA  REHNZANAETEZERAMERNS - FSEESLREZARS
FEN#ZE - BIHEEREBCHSNYMUEZ EHKRK - BRIAASRNNER@SE

26 Martin Luther. Luther’s works. vol.21. p.84-85.

27 "PHERTEMERE - BFAGPAIAE - WEREHIR - UMK - EEEH . 'BAGRE - #®s58Kk - GHDL
FEEMBRE XK RTﬁ%Eﬁ AZEMBNFEE - BLITE - ERBAARE - ANE - BFA%h - " &R
% Huang Zongxi: (FAfEFZ) % 11 Mingru xuean juan ershiwu [History of Chinese Thought in the Ming Period],
( 1637 Beijing: FEF/F Zhonghua shuju [Zhong Hua Book Company], 1985), 590—591 -

28 (&) B - F2400 -

29 ELEPIbid, B— - F 150 -

121



E 5 ERETIS 26 8, 2024 A5

RUBAXEXZBBO T BEOLEARMOBE LNEEY - tIMBNSNESESTM
5 - RUE - BREEFEONIMATANRSE - Bl - f#ELSTAZERE - -3
BENELSTAZERZNCHEZES=17H -

BRERbEE T EO0NER - BEELE—IFTHNES -

F— "BREDLUEEEENE - &5 E‘E%" 320 ZRRBAINIE B E O RITER -
ERNBEIAN - AT EORZ - AMERER  RATENEHES - AmttmAg
FAEMEEIEHNTA - SEHARPHSINERRZ Eﬂﬁ?/\ﬂ’ﬂﬁﬁl'fﬁ CERAANERER
Tk - MEINHRBEELARTF -

EIE - EESSMANBEREL - THEEFRTAH - RELSAER ERTAML
MXEE—REEZEMNEE - Wit - F=FRNEZLIWIER . "BEFCEZMAS
WZ - BEYMEXITRH - ABEBTRXA - MAACEZMMASHNAER : a8 XA
A UREBIEEEEENA - EMEEFRTHR " ¥BRABER (22) $M5
RFNRAKRARER S0 5 "TA" NEEMERRZ - ik

HIELIFRIEREAE - "STAEEREA - SANTES ; BOAEENK
A BAITES - " FUEEXREY "R TA - RETBE1T - STHENEA
mk - WEEENR . "HNAEEHERF - FARE ZE.C%%?" (K7 :18) - A2RTF
Zf - MEUARKERF L DEMERY  RAREMNL  XERMEN - FULIEN
MATREN - REFTBRF - RFAFEENANYE - Tﬁnzm,uﬁ RFOER ;| FFY
NEBHAIKRAN - REABHFTRAARTAH - AZRTARARHFHNL - MEARTH
I IA -

IM2ELERFHAIR - FERERBBIBOERTEE  AT3E "BL®
HALETE" OFTH - WRRED B0 W25 BIE—DPAMNLEIMEZEES
AABEINR £ - EMEIDIEZEAXR - BB . "RE - S—FKWam - "RREH
BF—ut®m - OESEETRUNE - BARBEMNMHRELMHAZEZT - BIREZEAR
X8 - AWFLEFW - ABTE KMo - BA R**KzehJ:::E’JE% SZ2EMNE

%

a

30 BEEE OBREILN) PKA T%Wﬂﬂ?ﬂiiiﬁﬂﬂ—?ﬁ%ﬁi?% cHIE EBRRE  RERE - thEHSET

ﬁK%ﬁ?%X& EERBMAZSETFR | BEN "KES" 7 "SRRI STHIELTHAA - M

BHTER " BT-BE: (BEXE) $—% Bl - RBXER - 2002F - H41 7T °

31 flm CBRELHN) H=x BRE "BRANTHIESRASFEBLENRES - AMJEERIEMNE - AR

ENBAEIR ERERS] - KAMARHTRAE - EGEEE (BXEE) Z+t=8 (% 2717) BRRRVENZE

ABBH - AREMNETENANEMANRPREERS - BEFAARRIIRAL - MEE "RRARLCIHH"

(1579) - EARERENEL - AIEAEERNOR - " (BEXE) -5 H300 -

32 BT BEE . (BERE) - HRRE - 9EF - RECUECLARK - 20108F - F 150

33 W CBRELHN) F - BREEL - "BEEMNE  BEERTEEAER | UNCREEFER~ETN - UN
KL PEIEWSE - " "BEELNE - BEREENNEBHMTE - RMAEBLXEENMETE - (BiEX

E)F—5 F270-

34 [BFZ1EEE  (2X3EMFE)  BREZE - EB=BFHE - 2018Fk - Fe66IT -

35 (EEfmutE) - F247 00

122



—IMRSET BEATANBRE(CLBERNBIELERME

RERBET M - (R AZETEFFM - BXAERTARM - REROENEFL -
ANBEANAZATAH - DRERE - TEEREBLT - FIANIAESIR - " 3¢

ERE "N 5 "N WRZRL  BRESHBEESRADE - AR ES
ALK - BIEIARN - WER "E0" AT/t - mIMER "EIN" RE2—
MHE  AERE " WER  FRRAMNEEX - ¥

£ BEAETY "EW R FE 7" AEE - FANABLREBEZTARENR -

FEHFAN B0 B—UNEN - BEXEEARBETEEEANEZ - —HH - i &
7 O"ED RSERS - BN ARGERIR "B NNERERE R IBHESE
BEHEETEDN L - ®#EXR - RE2BBLONESS - ARN—UITH - BURE - R - £
BEHBENEHIURAR EFRNNZIN - BEEE . "AAZBEBMN - AATTHEZE
SR BN OEBEMATION EHBRA - BITAR2MOFEREE - O
E0 " ER—EX L BEEFLERETAMNNESERSN - —0H - ENEE
21 AA—tIEAFEEMILURNT EHBFRANET - MANEFBAFEERNEE
X Z—HHE - ENNEAEZEER  AARLEESZNAEFRNECEENEOMmIE
SMERITER - BEY 7T "SI AUSERS - BREBE Y —REAEHEBEEPEMBERE
ERER - MBZBEANHRYE - BEOAMAOSZHAEET 78 -

S—FHHE - fE "BHN" FE2REANTAREEES—F - "E0" UFE—H
TALRBER - S22 - THRARBHEBMIERNEBEORIMELT - BABRBME

36 ST -B&{E [Martin Luther]. The Collected Works of Martin Luther. Delphi Classics. 2019. p.734. “You see that the First
Commandment, which says, “Thou shalt worship one God,” is fulfilled by faith alone. For though you were nothing but good
works from the sole of your foot to the crown of your head, yet you would not be righteous, nor worship God, nor fulfil the
First Commandment, since God cannot be worshiped unless you ascribe to Him the glory of truthfulness and of all goodness,
which is due Him. And this cannot be done by works, but only by the faith of the heart. For not by the doing of works, but by
believing, do we glorify God and acknowledge that He is truthful.”
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38 Martin Luther. The Collected Works of Martin Luther. p.1031. “If you ask further, whether they count it also a good work
when they work at their trade, walk, stand, eat, drink, sleep, and do all kinds of works for the nourishment of the body or for the
common welfare, and whether they believe that God takes pleasure in them because of such works, you will find that they say,
“No”; and they define good works so narrowly that they are made to consist only of praying in church, fasting, and almsgiving.
Other works they consider to be in vain, and think that God cares nothing for them. So through their damnable unbelief they
curtail and lessen the service of God, Who is served by all things whatsoever that are done, spoken or thought in faith.” ““Let
thy garments be always white,” that is, let all our works be good, whatever they may be, without any distinction. And they are

white when I am certain and believe that they please God.”
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48 ST B8 [Martin Luther]. The Collected Works of Martin Luther. p.746. “Here we shall answer all those who, misled
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English Title:

“The Unity of Knowledge and Action” and “Act in
accordance with Faith’—— A Comparative Study
Between Wang Yangming’s and Martin Luther’s thoughts
about the Practice of Human Self-transformation

Meng Yang

Minster University, Department of Theology and Religions Study, email: myang2@uni-muenster.de:
tel: +8615501152265.

Abstract: This article explores the similarities and differences between Wang Yangming’s teaching of “the unity
of knowledge and action” and Martin Luther’s doctrine of “act in accordance with faith.” As a form of realizing self-
transcendence practice, both of these propositions reflect the inherent tension between internal will (“knowledge” and
“faith”) and external behavior. In their pursuit of moral transcendence and the fundamental transformation of subjective
life, both thinkers essentially challenge the notion of segregating the “inner” and “outer,” attempting to break down the
barriers between the internal and external, resulting in a conceptual generalization of the two. However, there are notable
differences in their specific theoretical expressions. Namely, they have different understandings of the priority of the
“inner” and the “outer.” For Yangming, “knowledge” and “action” are fundamentally the same (moral) effort, while Luther

insists on the primacy of “faith,”emphasizing that good deeds are merely the result of faith.

Key words: Martin Luther; Wang Yangming; Faith; Knowledge; Action

1997. p.58. “Why then are we driven to such impossible, useless, vain works, and why is nothing said about faith, for which a
man ought most of all to prove or examine himself? As was said under the previous article, they are always trying to drive us
away from faith, into works; I would that we were driven away from works, into faith. Works will follow faith, but faith never

follows works.”
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