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English Title:

The True Meaning of the Lord of Heaven and the
Differences in Concerns between Chinese and
Western Thinking

XIE Wenyu

Professor, School of Philosophy and Social Development, Shandong University. Email: xiew@sdu. edu. cn

Abstract: The True Meaning of the Lord of Heaven is a book recording the idea-exchange between the Catholic
missionaries and Confucians in the Ming Dynasty. In understanding the book, it demands as the background the knowledge
of the western history in thought behind Matteo Ricci’s mind-set, such as natural theology, Aristotle’s philosophy, and the
Protestant theology. With this consideration in mind, we have traced Ricci’s appealing to the way of logical arguments in
demonstrating the existence of God, which presents Catholic dogma as a philosophy. In this way, Ricci became ignored
of the development of Chinese thought regarding the issues of arche, essence, and good-evil. Indeed, Chinese thinkers
have engaged profoundly in these issues and proposed various solutions which invite thinkers to engage in sentimental
appreciation. Ricci’s ignorance of these efforts results in blocking his understanding of Chinese thought at a deeper level.

My analyses of the dialogue in the book show that this historical exchange of ideas stays only at a superficial phrase.

Key words: Matteo Ricci, context, arche, nature, doing good without consciousness
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