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Tocounteractoblivion,PopeJohn Paul Ⅱ．(１９２０—２００５)

initiatedacomprehensivereappraisaloftheChristianvictimsof
violenceinthe２０thcentury．TheGermanBishops􀆳Conferencetook
upthisideaandaskedtheauthorofthisarticletocompilethe
German Martyrology,togetherwith１７０experts．ThetwoＧvolume
magnumopus“WitnessesforChrist．TheGerman Martyrologyof
the２０thCentury”isavailablesince２０１９initsseventh,revisedand
updatededition．

InhisPostＧSynodalApostolicExhortationEcclesiainAsiaofNovember６,１９９９,PopeJohnPaul
Ⅱ．directedattentiontotheblood witnesseswho,especiallyinthe２０thcentury,hadaspecial
significance．Inthecourseofthecenturies,theAsiancontinenthasgiventheChurchandtheworlda
multitudeoftheseheroesoffaith,andintheheartofAsiaresoundsthegreathymnofpraise:“‘Te
martyrumcandidatuslaudatexercitus’．ThisisthehymnofthosewhodiedforChristonAsiaticsoil
inthefirstcenturiesoftheChurch,andalsothejoyfulshoutofmenandwomenofalessdistant
past,saintssuchasPaulMiki,LorenzoRuiz,Andrew DungLac,Andrew Kim Taegon,andtheir
respectivecompanions．MaythenumerousmartyrsofAsia,oldandnew,alwayskeepbeforethe
ChurchoftheircontinentwhatitmeanstobearwitnesstotheLambinwhosebloodtheywashed
theirrobesandmadethemwhite(cf．Rev７:１４)! Maytheyalwaysbeindomitablewitnessestothat
factthatChristiansarealwaysandeverywherecalledtoproclaimnothingbuttheCrossoftheLord!

ThroughthebloodofthemartyrsofAsia,maynewlifefortheChurcharisetodayandalwaysin
everycornerofthecontinent”(n．４９)．

Amongthethousandsofwitnessestothebloodandfaithofthe２０thcentury,oneofthese
“heroesofthefaith”istheSteylmissionaryFr．PaulBuhl．HiscradlestoodinthesmallUpper
SilesianvillageofWinauaboutthreekilometerssouthwestofthecitycenterofthemetropolisof
Opole．Itwasfirstmentionedin１４１２,andinpreＧChristiantimestherewasasacredmountainonthis
hill．DuringtheThirtyYearsWar(１６１８—１６４８)thevillagewasburntdown．Inthe１９thcenturythe
villagehadlessthan３００inhabitants．PaulwasbornasthelegitimatesonofthefarmerJohannBuhl
(∗ １８６２ Winau)andhiswifeFranziska,(familynamebefore marriage:Skrzypczyk (∗ １８６９
Bogutschütz)on March１１,１９０２in Winau．HisoldersiblingswereJosefandJohann,hisyounger
onesAnastasia,Maria,Alfons,FranzandRobert;theywereallbornin Winau．Hisparents􀆳fathers
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alsopracticedtheprofessionoffarmer．Paulattendedelementaryschoolinthenearbyvillageof
Gorek;onApril２２,１９１１,hereceivedFirstHolyCommunioninOpole．

Attheageoftwelve,hisparentssentPaultothemissionhouseoftheSteylmissionariesin
Heiligkreuz,notfarfromtheUpperSilesiantownofNeisse．Thiswasthefirstmissionhouseofthe
SteylmissionariesonGermansoil,foundedin１８９２bySt．ArnoldJanssen(１８３７—１９０９),thefounder
oftheSocietyoftheDivineWord(SVD),afterithadbeenrecommendedtotheimperialgovernment
bytheseniorpastorinchargeofBreslau,PrinceＧBishopGeorgCardinalvonKopp(１８３７—１９１４)．On
January３１,１８９２,SuperiorGeneralJanssenacquiredthe“Schäferei”estatewithaplotof１２５acres．
Intheschoolestablishedhere,classesbeganonOctober１６,１８９２,witheightpupils．Itspurposewas
toeducateyoungstudentsataprivategrammarschoolassociatedwithaboys􀆳convict,toprepare
themforalatermissionaryvocation．Thismissionhouse,whichbecametheProvincialHouseofthe
GermanEasternProvincein１９２７,grewfromyeartoyear,andin１９００italreadyhad２５０students．In
１９０４therewere３１Fathers,４６Brothersand２３６alumnilivingintheMissionHouse．DuringtheFirst
WorldWar,thestreamofwoundedandsickwhoweretreatedandcaredforinHeiligkreuz,which
hadbeentransformedintoamilitaryhospital,didnotcease．

Obviously,Paul􀆳s vocation tothereligiouslife matured duringthistime,because after
successfullycompletinghisstudiesattheLowerAustrianMissionHouseofSt．GabrielinMödling
nearVienna,hedecidedtojointheMissionarySocietyoftheDivineWord．Themissionoftherisen
Christwillhaveinspiredhim:“Goandmakedisciplesofallnations;baptizetheminthenameofthe
FatherandoftheSonandoftheHolySpirit,teachingthemtoobserveallthatIhavecommanded
you”(Mt２８:１９Ｇ２０;cf．Lk２４:４７Ｇ４９;Mk１６:１５Ｇ１６;Jn２０:２１)．Attheageof１９,Paulbeganthe
novitiateintheMissionarySeminaryofSt．Gabriel．Followingtheprobationaryperiod,duringwhich
theOrdertestedhimandhetestedthespiritualityoftheOrder,cametheperiodoftemporaryvows．
HepromisedtolivetheGospelＧderivedvirtuesofpoverty,chastityandobedienceinthecommunity
forasetperiodoftime．Sinceheaspiredtothepriesthood,heunderwentphilosophicaland
theologicalstudiesatSt．Gabriel．ThedefinitivecommitmenttotheOrdertookplacein１９２７through
perpetualvows．Onecalendaryearlater,FraterBuhlwasfinallyordainedtothepriesthoodinthe
monasterychurch ofSt．Gabriel,afterthelowerordinations,thesubdeaconateand diaconate
ordinations．Atthesametime,thenewpriestreceivedhismissionaryappointmentforChina．

PopeLeo􀃼 (１８１０—１９０３)hadalreadypaidspecialattentiontotheexpansionoftheChinese
mission．Inviewoffuturelocalsynods,hedivideditintofiveregionsin１８７９．Inaddition,thepope
issuedmethodologicalinstructionstothemissionariestoChinain１８８３．Finally,heexpandedthe
hierarchyinChina．AmoveawayfromEurocentrismwasalsopromotedbyhissuccessor,PopePius
Ⅹ．(１８３５—１９１４)．PopeBenedict􀃺 (１８５４—１９２２)setanewemphasisinhiscircularMaximumillud
ofNov．３０,１９１９,whichbuiltonLeo􀃼􀆳scircularSanctaDeiCivitasofDec．３,１８８０．Init,thepope
rejectedanycolonialmissionandcalledfortheformationofanativeclergy．Atthesametime,he
calledfora willingnessto magnanimouslyacceptpossible “blowsoffate,hardship,ignominy,

hardshipandhunger,evencrueldeath,ifitcanonlysnatchasinglesoulfromthedepthsofhell”
(AAS１９,１９１９,４５０)．In１９２２,PopePiusⅪ (１８５７—１９３９)establishedtheApostolicDelegationin
Beijing．Asreasonsforthismeasure,thePopecitedhislovefortheChinesepeople,theunificationof
missionaryworkandthenew upswingofthemissionarywork．Heappointed ArchbishopCelso
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Costantini(１８７６—１９５８)asthefirstApostolicDelegate,whoheldhisofficefrom１９２２to１９３３．In
theperiodfrom May１４toJune１２,１９２４,thefirstChineseNationalCouncilwasheldinShanghai,

withspecialemphasisontheeliminationoftensionsbetweentheforeignandChineseclergy,the
redivisionofthemissionterritories,whichhadgrownto６４,andthegradualtransferoftheleadership
ofecclesiasticaljurisdictionaldistrictstotheChineseclergy．Twoyearslater,onOctober２８,１９２６,six
ChinesebishopscouldbeconsecratedbythePopeinSt．Peter􀆳sBasilica．

ThesuperiorsoftheCongregationfortheMissionshaddesignatedtheprovinceofKansufor
FatherBuhl．Therefore,thenewpriestsetoutfromEuropeandtraveledtotheEastAsiancountry．
Atthe beginningthere wasthe necessarylanguagestudy,which hecompletedatthe Steyl
headquartersinYanzhou (ShandongProvince)．Allmissionaries,foreignaswellaslocal,wereto
receivespecialqualificationfortheirmission．Theresultoftheseeffortswasnotonlyalinguistically
bettertrainedmissionarystaff,butalsoanenrichmentofsinologicalstudies．Avisibleexpressionof
thisbecamethe Monumenta Serica,published by the Steyl missionariesfrom １９３５ to the
presentday．

FatherBuhl􀆳ssuperiorinthemissionwastheAustrianSteylermissionaryFatherDr．Johann
Frick(１９０３—２００３),andhissuperiorwastheGermanArchbishopTheodorBuddenbrock (１８７８—

１９５９),Steylermissionarylikehim．AccordingtoFr．Frick,FatherBuhlwasaquiet,calmconfrere,

piousanddignified,notaspoilsport,respectedbythesuperiors．Onecouldtalk wellwithhim,

especiallyaboutpastoralcare．Henevermaliciouslycriticizedtheworkofothersandhelpedwherehe
could．Hewasalsoacontentedmanasfarasfoodandboardwereconcerned．Althoughheattestedto
independentthinking,hewassociableandlikedbyeveryonedespitehishealthproblems．Even
ArchbishopBuddenbrockwasalwaysaccommodatingtowardsFatherBuhl．

In１９３１,FatherBuhlbeganhismissionaryworkinZhangye,whichisintheLanzhoudiocese．
Sevenyearslaterhemovedto WestKansuintheWuwei/Xixiangarea．Themissionaryworkwas
greatlyhinderedbytheeverＧadvancingexerciseofpowerbytheCommunists．TheSinoＧJapaneseWar
(１９３７—１９４５)andtheoutbreakoftheJapaneseＧAmericanWarin１９４１didtherest．Inviewofthese
circumstances,themissionwashampered,indeedintheCommunistＧoccupiednorthernprovincesit
wasnotinsignificantlydestroyedbywavesofbloodyandbloodlesspersecution．OnMarch１９,１９３７,

PopePiusⅪ,inhisencyclicalDiviniRedemptoris,stronglycondemnedtheteachingsofcommunism．
“ManypriestsandreligiousＧthreeＧfifthsofthosewhoworkedinChinain１９４０camefromabroadＧhad
beenkilled,andmostoftheforeignpriestsandreligioushadbeeninterned”(Rivinius,Art．ChinaⅢ．
２,inLexikonfürTheologieundKirche２１９９４,１０６１)．FatherBuhlalsohadtofleetogetherwithhis
confreresbecauseoftheadvanceofthecommunists．Duringtheescapehedidnothaveasingle
seizure,despiteallthehardshipsanddangers．ThegroupfledoverthemountainstoXining,the
capitalofQinghaiprovince．Thewaywasdifficult,thepackwaslarge．Fr．JohannFrickrecordedin
thisregard:“Fr．PaulBuhlwaswithme,hewasalreadyolder,hadepilepticseizures．Laterhecame
toXixiang,wherethegoodconfrerehadrestuntilthegoodLordcalledhimawayafterhistyphoid
illness．Itwasarealmartyrdomforhim,thisepilepsy．However,someoftheconfreresdidnottake
thisillnessseriously．”Furtheritsays:“FatherBuhlprobablyalreadygot [ontheflight]the
harbingersofaseizure,twitchingwiththelipsetc”．ThenFr．Trippner(theywereclassmatesand
compatriots)saidtohim:Paul,don􀆳tmakemeanystories;ifyougetaseizure,wecan􀆳ttakecareof
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you,wehaveto moveon;andBuhlthenactuallydidnotgetasingleseizure．Fromthissome
concludedthatitwasprobablynotepilepsy．ButwhocanjudgethatＧatleastnotme! Whenhewas
withmeinXincheng,heoncehadaseizureatthebeginningofHolyMass;thealtarboyranaway,

twomenjumpedoverthecommunionbench,caughthimintheirarms．Thelocalsistersaskedmeto
sendhimaway;theycouldnothavedevotionswhenhewasatthealtar;theyalwayshadtolookto
seeifhewouldfallover“(SVD Archives,SanktAugustin)”．FatherBuhldiedin１９４４in Wuwei/

Xixiang(KansuProvince)asaresultofhisflightfromthecommunists．Hewasnot４３yearsold．
ThePolishpriestandscholarAndrzejHanichhonoredFatherBuhlinhisOpoleMartyrologyfrom
２００９asabloodwitnessoftheChurch．
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