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Abstract:Sincethereformandopeningup,Chinahasbeendevelopingthroughthestagesofoldurbanizationandnew

urbanization．Inrecentyears,withtheriseofcountyeconomy,thenewurbanizationcenteredoncountytowns,asan

importantwaytopromotetheurbanizationofthepopulationtransferredfromruralareas,hasplayedasignificantrolein

thechangesofChristianityinurbanandruralareas．BasedonthecasestudyofLCountyincentralHenan,thispaper

analyzesthenewtrendoftheflowofChristianbelieversandthechangesofchurchesincountytownsandruralareasfrom

fiveaspects:numberandpopulationcharacteristicsofChristianbelievers,churchactivitiesandparticipationofChristian

believers,theologicalpersonneltraining,theologicalconstructionandfinantialofferings．Thestudyfindsthatthegap
betweenurbanandruralchurcheshasfurtherwidened．theuprootedsettlementofimmigrantincountytownshasledtoa

sharpdropinthenumberofruralChristianbelievers,agrowingagingpopulation,singleandsimplifiedchurchactivities,

thelostoftheologicaltalents,thereＧemergenceofhereticalcultsinruralareas,andshrinkingfinantialofferings．The

declineandfallofruralchurcheshasbecomeageneraltrend．Althoughthedevelopmentofurbanchurchesisontherise

asawhole,italsofacesmanychallengesanddifficulties．
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Ⅰ．BackgroundandResearchquestions

Urbanizationreferstothesocialphenomenonofalargeruralpopulationmovingintocitiesto
reside,workandlivetogetherintheprocessofmodernindustrialization．〔１〕Sincethereformand
openingup,Chinahasundergonethelargestandfastesturbanizationprocessinhumanhistory．
AccordingtothedataoftheNationalBureauofStatistics,theresidentpopulationincitiesandtowns
increasedfrom１７０millionto８５０millionfrom１９７８to２０１９,andtheurbanizationrateincreasedfrom
１７．９％ to６０．６０％．Bytheendof２０１９,２８０ millionpeoplewereseparatedfromtheirregistered

５７

〔１〕 李强 LiQiang,«主动城镇化与被动城镇化»Zhudongchengzhenhuayubeidongchengzhenhua[ActiveUrbanizationand
PassiveUrbanization],«西北师大学报(社会科学版)»xibeishidaxuebao(shehuikexueban)[JournalofNorthwestNormalUniversity
(SocialSciencesEdition)],２０１３,５０(６):１Ｇ８．
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residences,ofwhich２３６millionweremigrants．〔２〕China􀆳surbanizationnotonlyprofoundlyaffects
theglobaldevelopmentinthe２１stcentury,butalsohasgreatsignificanceinbreakingthelongＧ
standingdualstructuralsystemofurbanＧruralgapandsegmentationinChinesehistory．

Urbanizationbringschangesnotonlyinpeople􀆳slivingstyle,butalsointheproductionand
lifestyleofthewholesociety．Itisaprocessofsocialtransformation,soitrequirestheadaptationand
integrationof multiplegenerations．Duringthe４２ yearsof China􀆳sreform and opening up,

urbanizationhasgonethroughdifferentstagesofdevelopment．
Earlyurbanization,oroldurbanization,ismainlyrepresentedbytheexpansionofurbanspace,

focusingonbuildinghousesandfacilityconstruction．Spatialurbanizationhasnotbroughtabout

populationurbanization．Althoughmigrantworkersincitieshavemadegreatcontributionstourban
construction,thebarrierofhouseholdregistrationsystem haspreventedthemfrom sharingthe
resultsofurbanization．Whileworkingincities,theyhavetocompletetheirhouseholdandlaborforce
reproductioninvillages,duetotheirstatusof“quasiＧcitizen”thatisdifficulttoobtaincitizenshipin
cities．

Sincethe１８thNationalCongressoftheCommunistPartyofChina(CPC)proposedto“takea
newroadofurbanizationwithChinesecharacteristics”in２０１２,China􀆳surbanizationhasentereda
newstageofpeopleＧoriented,withequalemphasisonscaleandquality．In２０１４,theCPCCentral
CommitteeandtheStateCouncilissuedthe“NationalNew UrbanizationPlan (２０１４—２０２０)”to

promotehumanurbanization,thatis,topromotetheurbanizationofthepopulationtransferredfrom
ruralareasandthecivilizationofeconomicandsociallife,whichhasbecomeanimportanttaskinthe
developmentofnewurbanization．Inordertospeeduptheurbanizationofmigrantworkers,in２０１９,

thegovernmentproposedtoloosentherestrictionforsettlinginlargecitiesandliftthebanon
settlinginsmalland mediumＧsizedcities．Inrecentyears,withtheriseofcountyeconomy,

urbanizationcenteredoncountytownshasdrawnwideattentionandconcernfromallwalksoflife．
ThekeytasksofnewurbanizationandurbanＧruralintegrationdevelopmentin２０２０recentlyissued
bytheNationalDevelopmentandReform Commissionrequire“promotingnewurbanizationwith
countytownsasanimportantcarrier”．AcountryissafewhenitscountiesarewellＧgoverned．County
areasaccountfor８９％ofChina􀆳slandareaandsupport７０％ ofitsregisteredpopulation,〔３〕which
meanstheyplayakeyroleinthehierarchyadministrationofthecountry．Ontheonehand,thenew
urbanizationcenteredoncountytownshighlightsthelargeＧscaleandintensivebenefitsofurban
construction;ontheotherhand,itconformstothecharacteristicsofChinesepeople􀆳sidentificationof
localcultureandcanprovidethemwithhigherlevelsofpublicservicessuchaseducationandmedical
care．〔４〕Therefore,localandnearbyurbanizationwithinthecountybecomeanimportantwayto

promotetheurbanizationofmigrantworkers．
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Theprocessofurbanizationhasgreatlychangedthesocialstructureofourcountry．Inthestage
ofoldurbanization,thecirculatingrouteformigrantworkersisfromthecountrysidetothecityand
thenbacktothecountryside．However,inthestageofnewurbanization,theywillsettledowninthe
cities,whichmeansthepopulationwillbe“uprooted”fromtheruralland．A“nonＧindustrialandnonＧ
agricultural”structurehasbeenformedbetweenthecountrysideandthefirstandsecondtier
cities．〔５〕Thischangeinsocialstructurehaveasignificantimpactonthedevelopmentandchangesof
Christianity．TakingLCountyincentralHenanasanexample,Thispaperfocusesonwhatchanges
andimpactsthenewurbanizationhasbroughttothechurchesinurbanandruralareasofthecounty,

onwhatkindofdifferentiation hastaken placebetween urbanandruralchurchesand what
challengeswillurbanandruralchurchesfaceintheirfuturedevelopment．

Ⅱ．IntroductionofLCountyCase

１．GeneralSituationofLCounty
Henanisaprovincewithalargepopulationandalargemigratingpopulation．In２０１７,the

urbanizationrateofHenan􀆳sresidentpopulationexceeded５０％,realizingaleapfromaprovincewith
alargeagriculturalpopulationtoaprovincewithalargenew urbanizationpopulation．Inrecent
years,Henan􀆳scountyeconomy hasdevelopedveryrapidly．Accordingtothe “China County
EconomicDevelopmentReport(２０１９)”releasedbyNationalAcademyofFinancialStrategy,CASS,８
countiesinHenanrankedamongthetop１００counties(cities)withcomprehensivecompetitivenessin
２０１９．Inthisregard,Henanwasthefourthcompetitiveprovinceinthecountry．〔６〕Withtheriseof
countyeconomy,thegrowthrateoffloatingpopulationoutsideHenanProvincehassloweddown
obviously．Themigratingpopulationintheprovinceisincreasing,astheycantakecareoftheir
familieswhileworkingasmigrantworkersinthecounty(city,district)．Thisstrategyhasbecome
thefirstchoiceformostmigrantworkers．〔７〕

LCounty,withatotalpopulationofabout７６０,０００,locatedinthehinterlandoftheCentral
Plains,hasdevelopedthetransportationwhichcanconnecttheeastwiththewestandthesouthwith
thenorth．Itstotaleconomicoutputranksfirstinthecity．Ithasgovernedover１４smalltowns,２
subdistrictofficesand３６７administrativevillages．〔８〕In２０１４,theGeneralOfficeofHenanProvincial
Government announced the “Implementation Plan for Comprehensive Pilot Work of New
UrbanizationinHenanProvince”．LCountywaslistedasoneofthe２１provincialpilotprojectsin
citiesandcounties．Inrecentyears,L CountyhastakentheconstructionofamediumＧsizedcity
suitableforlivingandbusinessasitsgoal,andhasvigorouslypromotedtheconstructionofacity􀆳s
characteristiccommercialdistrict,anoldcityreconstructiondistrict,anindustrialagglomeration
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district,a Huanglong wetlandreserve,andvillageinurbanreconstructiondistrict．L County􀆳s
IndustrialAgglomerationZonehasattractedalargeamountofforeigncapital,with８８enterprises
stayinginit,bringingtogether１２ wellＧknowntrademarkenterprisesinChinasuchasPanpan,

Xiyingyingand Huaguan Yangyuan．Ithas becomea pilotzoneto promotethecoordinated
developmentofLCounty􀆳s“threemodernizations”(newindustrialization,newurbanizationandnew
agriculturalmodernization),drivingnearly５０,０００returned migrant workersto workintheir
hometown．〔９〕

２．ABriefHistoryofChristianDevelopmentinLCounty
ChristianityhasalonghistoryofdevelopmentinLCounty．Asearlyas１９１０,TheChinaInland

MissionsentpreacherstoL CountyandsetuptheGospelhall．In１９３７,theGospelhallwas
separatedfrom ChinaInland Missionandthelocalpriestpresidedoverthechurcheducational
administration．Theforeignpriestleftthecountyin１９４１．DuringtheCulturalRevolution,religious
activitieswerebanned．Itwasnotuntilthereformandopeningupthatthechurchgraduallyresumed
worship．In１９８５,the“LCountyChristianAssociation”andthe“ThreeSelf”PatrioticMovement
Committeewereestablished．Sincethereformandopeningup,thedevelopmentofChristianityinL
Countyhasgonethroughthreedifferentstages．

Thefirststageisaperiodofrapidgrowthfromthe１９８０stotheendofthe１９９０s．Accordingto
theAnnalsofLCounty,in１９８９,therewere７,４５３ChristiansinLCounty,and４Christianchurches
wereopenedthroughoutthecounty．In１９９３,thenumberofChristianchurchesincreasedto３４．In
２０００,thenumberofChristianchurchescontinuedtoincreaseto５５,withatotalof１１４clergy．〔１０〕

Thesecondstageisfrom２０００to２０１０．Withtheaccelerationofurbanizationinthewhole
countryand HenanProvince,thenumberofmigrantworkersin L Countybegantoincrease．
Accordingtotheintroductionoftheleaderofthe “ThreeSelf”Patriotic MovementCommittee,

ChristianityinLCountyasawholeenteredaperiodofslowgrowth．
Thethirdphaseistheperiodafter２０１０,duringwhichLCountybegantovigorouslypromote

theconstructionofnewurbanization,andthecountyeconomyroserapidlytoabsorbalargenumber
oflocallaborforce．Inaddition,thepropertypriceinthecountywasrelativelylowcomparedwith
thatintheprefectureＧlevelcities．LikenonＧbelievers,moreandmoreChristianbelieversalsowork,

buyproperties,educatetheirchildrenandseekmedicaltreatmentincountytowns．Ithasgradually
becomeacommonphenomenonthatthewholefamilyofruralChristianbelieversresettleincounties
andsmallcities．Asaresult,thenumberofChristianbelieversbeguntodroponthewhole．In
addition,thegovernment􀆳sspecialgovernanceofChristianitysince２０１８hasalsoinfluencedthe
overalldevelopmentofChristianityinLCounty．

Asapilotcountyofnew urbanizationin HenanProvince,L Countycanberegardedasan
epitomeofthenew urbanizationinthe wholecountryandtherapidlydevelopmentofcounty
economy．Lcountycanthustypicallyshowthenewdevelopmentandchangesofurbanandrural
Christianmobilityintheupsurgeofnewurbanization．

８７
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Ⅲ．TheChangesandDevelopmentoftheUrbanandRuralChristianChurchesin
LCounty

ThispartwilldiscusstheflowofurbanandruralChristianandthedevelopmentandchangesof
Christianityin L County based on the analysisfrom five aspects:number and population
characteristicsofChristian believers,churchactivitiesandparticipationofChristian believers,

theologicalpersonneltraining,theologicalconstructionandfinantialofferings．Themainchurches
involvedinthesurveyincludetwourbanchurches(theNorthChurchandtheCheChurch),and
threeruralchurches(LiChurch,NiChurchandGangChurch)．GangChurchwasonlymentioned
whenanalyzingfinancialofferings．

１．NumberofChristianBelieversandPopulationCharacteristics
Since２０１０,withtheadvancementofnewurbanizationinLCounty,alargenumberofrural

populationhavebeguntoflocktothecountyforemployment,purchasingpropertiesandsettling
down．ThenumberofruralChristianbelieversbegantodeclinesharply,withanincreasingratioof
agingpeople．Meanwhile,thenumberofurbanChristianbelievershascontinuedtogrowwiththeage
structureofChristianbelievers morereasonableandtheproportionofyoungand middleＧaged
Christianbelieversgraduallyincreasing．

１．１　RuralChurches:thenumberofbelieversbegantodeclinesharply,withanincreasingratioofagingpeople
ThisissuewillbediscussedbasedonanalysisofLiChurchandNiChurch．
LiChurch􀆳slastnew building wasbuiltin２０１４．Thetotalnumberofseatscanbasically

accommodate８００－９００people．However,soonaftertheChurchwasbuilt,thenumberofChristian
believersattendinggatheringsbegantoshrink,andtheshrinkageincreasedyearbyyear．According
totheleaderofthechurch,whenthenewchurchwasbuiltin２０１４,thenumberofchurchＧgoerswas
４００－５００．Now,withtheadditionofthechurchＧgoersafterthemerging,〔１１〕only３００peoplehave
beenregistered．TheauthorvisitedtheLichurchtwiceduringSpringFestivalin２０１９,thenumberof
peopleattendinggetheringsinLiChurch maybeevensmaller．Thefirstfieldobservation was
conductedonthe６thdayoftheChineseLunarNew Year,andonlyabout２００peoplegatheredon
Sundayworship．Thesecondvisitwasconductedonthe９thofthenewyear,whenthechurchhelda
SpringFestivalrevivalgathering,〔１２〕andthenumberofchurchＧgoerswasonlyabout３００．TheSpring
Festivalisthepeakperiodformigrantworkerstoreturnhome,andwecaninferthatthenumberof
peoplewhocometothechurchtoattendworshipatordinarytimesmaybelessthan２００．When
talkingaboutthedevelopmentofruralchurches,theleaderofLiChurchsaid:“Around１９９６,the
choirmade morethan８０suitsofclothes,butduringthisChristmas,thenumberofbelievers
attendingthechoirwasonlyover４０,andtheywereallmembersoftheoldchoirwiththeageofator
above６０yearsold．NowtheyoungChristianbelievershavegoneoutto work,andthosewith

９７

〔１１〕

〔１２〕

Inthegovernment􀆳sspecialcampaign,somechurchsiteswerecancelledandbelieversweretransferredtothemergedchurch
sites．

TheSpringFestivalrevivalgatheringisorganizedbythethe “L CountyChristian Association”andthe “ThreeSelf”

PatrioticMovementCommittee,whichusuallylastsfor２－３days．The“LCountyChristianAssociation”andthe“ThreeSelf”Patriotic
MovementCommitteesendoutstandingtheologicalstudentsandpreachersfromvariouschurchestopreachinvariousvillagesand
towns．
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childrenhavealsotakentheirparentsＧinＧlawtocity．Peoplearegettingolderandolder．Therefore,

thedevelopmentoftheruralchurchisfacingcrisis”．WhentheauthorvisitedSunVillageunderthe
governmentofLiChurch,avillagersaidthat“８or９outofthe１０householdshavemovedaway．”

ThelastnewbuildingofNiChurchwasbuiltin２０１１．ThenewchurchwasrenovatedintoatwoＧ
storybuildingbasedontheoldbuilding．Thehallonthesecondfloorcanaccommodatenearly６００
people．TheauthorattendedtheSundayworshipoftheNiChurchduringtheNationalDayin２０１９,

andfoundthatthenumberofChristianbelieverswasonlyabout１６０．AccordingtoZhangMeiwhois
inchargeofavillagegatheringsite,thenumberofbelieversinhervillagereached８０－９０atthe
most,butatpresenttherewereonlylessthan２０people,andmostofthemwereover６０yearsold．
MostChristianbelieversinthevillageboughthousesinthecounty．

Tosumup,fromthefactthatthetworuralchurcheswerebothbuiltafter２０１０,andthenumber
ofChristianbelieversinruralareashasdecreasedsignificantlysincethenewchurchwasbuilt．Itcan
beinferredthattheperiodaround２０１０isanimportanttimepointforobviouschangesinthenumber
ofChristianbelieversinruralareas,anditisalsosince２０１０thatLCountyhasstartedtopromotethe
developmentofnewurbanizationandrapidlydevelopthecountyeconomy．

１．２　Urbanchurches:thenumberofchurchＧgoersisincreasingandtheproportionofyoungand
middleＧagedChristianbelieversisraising

Comparedwiththeruralchurches,thenumberofchurchＧgoersofNorthChurchandCheChurch
incountytownisincreasing,andtheproportionofyoungandmiddleＧagedChristianbelieversis
raisingyearbyyear．

NorthChurchistheearliestchurchinLCounty．ItspredecessorwastheGospelhallestablished
bytheChinaInlandMission．Itslastnewbuildingwasbuiltin２００７withthehelpoftheChristian
believersthroughoutthecounty,coveringanareaofabout８．８acresinBeiVillage．TheNorth
Church,locatedinthe northeastof L County,usedto bethe urbanＧruralfringe．Withthe
developmentandconstructionofanewurbanizingprojectnamed “twocities,onedistrictandone
base”,〔１３〕thecountycontinuedtoexpandoutward．Atpresent,BeiVillagehasgraduallydeveloped
intoacoreareaofthecounty．Guloucommercialdistrict,Huanglongwetlandreserveandindustrial
areaare allsituated nearby．With numerous commercialresidential buildings,wellＧequipped
commercial,entertainment,medicalandeducationalfacilities,ithasattractedalargeruralpopulation
toworkandlivenearby．

TheNorthChurchisathreeＧfloorbuilding．Thefirstfloorisalargeparkinggarage,thesecond
flooraChildrenSundaySchoollobby,andthethirdflooragatheringhall,whichcanaccommodate
about１２００people．Sundayworshipisdividedintothreesessions:morning,afternoonandevening．
Accordingtotheauthor􀆳sobservation,about９００－１,０００peopleattendinthemorningserviceand
about５００peopleattendintheafternoonservice．TheChristianbelieversintheNorthChurchare
mainlycomposedofurbanresidents,surroundingruralfarmersand migrantworkers．Withthe
increaseofyoungandmiddleＧagedmigrantworkersinthischurch,theagestructureoftheNorth

０８

〔１３〕 “TwoCities,OneDistrictandOneBase”mainlyreferstothenewindustrialcitywithanassetof１００billionyuan,the
civilizedecologicalnewcity,thenewruralconstructiondemonstrationdistrictandthelogisticsandeＧcommercebasesinthecentraland
southernHenanmarket．
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Churchismorereasonable,andtheChurchhasbecomeverylivelyandenergetic．TheNorthChurch
alsosetupaspecialyouthgatheringonFridayevening,andtheworshipandpraisegatheringon
Saturdayevening was mainlyled by young and middleＧaged Christian believers．The onＧsite
interactionandatmospherewereveryexciting．

ThelastnewbuildingofCheChurchwasalsobuiltin２００７．Itwaslocatedinthesouthwestof
thecounty,nearGuo Villageand Xing VillageintheurbanＧruralfringe．AsXing Villagehas
graduallydevelopedintoadistributioncenterforsmallcommoditymarkets,thisareahasgathereda
largenumberofmigrantpopulationtodosmallbusinesshere．Moreover,thecountygovernmenthas
inrecentyearsrenovatedGuoVillagebyconstructingalargenumberofbuildingsaroundthem．The
surroundingeducationalresourcesarerelativelyrich．Thebestseniorhighschoolinthecountyis
locatednearby．Manyruralresidentshaveboughthousesandsettledhere．Theplacehasgradually
becomethecoreareaofthecountytoo．TheSundayworshipoftheCheChurchisdividedintothe
morningserviceandtheafternoonservice．Theauthorattendedamorningservice,andthehallwas
fullofpeoplewithnumberof５００－６００．TheChristianbelieversweremainlycomposedofnearby
urbanresidents,smallcommoditytraders,smallshopowners,andfarmerssettledinthecounty．
Accordingtotheauthor􀆳sobservation,amongthebelieverswhositdown,theyoungandmiddleＧaged
accountforalargeproportion．

２．ChurchActivitiesandParticipationofChristianBelievers
Intermsofchurchactivitiesand Christianbelievers􀆳participation,thegapbetweenurban

churchesandruralchurchesisalsowidening．Thiscomparativeanalysisisbasedontheobservations
oftheNorthChurchinthecountyandtheNiChurchinthevillage．

２．１　TheNorthChurchinthecounty
ThedailyactivitiesareveryfrequentlyheldintheNorthChurch (seeTable３Ｇ１belowfor

details)．Therearegatheringsalmosteveryday．Exceptfortheworshipandpraisegatheringson
TuesdayandSaturdayevening,andtheprayergatheringsonThursdayevening,thereareservices
from morningtoeveningeveryday．Theservicesarecomposedofpraise,prayerandsermon．
AccordingtotheleaderoftheNorthChurch,thedailyservicestartedin２００７whenthenewChurch
wasbuilt,andsomeChristianbelieverssuggestedthatthistraditionshouldbepreserved．Soitlasts
untiltoday．

Theauthorparticipatedinandobservedseveralactivities．Thenumberofparticipantsinthe
NorthChurch􀆳sdailypreachgatheringwasnotverylarge,withanaverageofabout１０－２０people,３０
－４０peopleatmost,mainlytheelderly．Thenumberofparticipantsintheprayergatheringon
Thursdaynightwasrelativelylarge,totalingabout１５０people．OnSaturday,thereweremorepeople
attendingthePraisegathering,totalingabout５００－６００people,mainlyledby１４youngpeople．There
were８leadsingers,alluniformlydressed．Theywerealsoequippedwith３pianoplayers,２guitarists
and１drummer．TheleadersandthecongregationalsohadalotofonＧsiteinteraction．Forexample,

thecongregationwouldbeinvitedtoapplaud,raisetheirhands,followthebeattomakemovements,

etcinanexcitingatmosphere．Thepastorwouldalsobeinvitedtosermoninthelaststageofthe
praisemeeting．

１８
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Table３Ｇ１　ActivitiesofNorthChurch

Time EarlyMorning Morning Afternoon Evening

Monday Morningprayer Preachinggathering Preachinggathering Preachinggathering

Tuesday Morningprayer Preachinggathering Preachinggathering WorshipandPraisegathering

Wednesday Morningprayer Preachinggathering Preachinggathering Preachinggathering

Thursday Morningprayer Preachinggathering Preachinggathering Prayergathering

Friday Morningprayer Preachinggathering Preachinggathering
YoungChristianGathering;middleＧ

agedChristianGathering

Saturday Morningprayer Preachinggathering Preachinggathering WorshipandPraisegathering

Sunday Morningprayer Worshipandsermon Worshipandsermon Worshipandsermon

　　Inaddition,theauthoralsoobservedandrecordedtheSundayworshipintheNorthChurch,and
foundthattheSundayworshipintheNorthChurchwascarriedoutinanorderlymanner,with
specialparkingguideswearingarmbands,andreceptionistsinuniformattheentranceoftheparty
hallonthethirdfloor．Afterenteringthehall,therewasalsosomeonetoguidethemtotheirseats．
Thewholeworshipiscarriedoutthroughfairlycompleteprocedures,includingScripturereading,

congregationsinging,prayer,readingapostle􀆳sepistles,choirperformance,welcomingnewfriends,

sermon,reading witnessandprayerrequests,announcingnotification,praying,andblessing (see
Table３Ｇ２belowfordetails)．

Table３Ｇ２　ProceduresforSundayWorshipofTheNorthChurch〔１４〕

Procedures Description

１ Thehostgreetsandreadsthescripture．

２ Thecongregationstandupandsingtogether ５１NewPsalm “ItisablessingtohaveJesus．”

３ Thehostpraysonbehalfofthecongregation．

４ Thecongregationreadtheepistlesoftheapostles

５ Hymnperformedbythechoir
３１７New Hymn“HeavenlyFamilyIsMostBeautiful,Jesus

LovesYou”

６ Welcomenewfriends Thenewfriendsstandupandthecongregationsapplaud．

７ Sermon
Thepreachersings,“BlessedaretheChristians”,leadingthe

congregationtopray,readthescriptures,sermon,andpray

８ Readtestimonyandprayerrequests Thehostreadsoutthecongregationtestimonyandprayerrequests．

９ Announcements Reportedbyhost

１０ Theleaderofthechurchpray Prayforchurchandannouncedprayerrequests．

１１ ThecongregationrecitetheLord􀆳sprayer

１２
Theleaderofthechurchgivestheblessingand

finalprayer

２８

〔１４〕 ItiscollatedbasedontheSundayservicethattheauthorparticipatedintheobservationonthemorningofSeptember２９,

２０１９．
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　　２．２　TheNiChurchintheVillage
ComparedwiththeNorthChurchinthecounty,theNiChurchhasmuchfewerdailyactivities．

Atpresent,theactivitiesmainlyincludeSunday morningworship;ThursdayeveningBiblestudy
class,SaturdayeveningprayergatheringanddailyMorningPrayer(seeTable３Ｇ３belowfordetails)．

Table３Ｇ３　ActivitiesofTheNiChurch

Time EarlyMorning Morning Afternoon Evening

Monday Morningprayer

Tuesday Morningprayer

Wednesday Morningprayer

Thursday Morningprayer Bibleclass

Friday Morningprayer

Saturday Morningprayer Prayergathering

Sunday Morningprayer Worshipandsermon

　　TheparticipationofChristianbelieversisasfollows:about１０－１５peopletakepartinMorning
prayer,andabout４０－５０peopletakepartinBibleclassonThursdaynight,andabout２０－３０people
takepartinprayergatheringonSaturdaynight,andabout１５０－２００peopletakepartinSunday
worship．However,theparticipationofruralChristianbelieversisalsoaffectedbytheseasons．
Generallyspeaking,comparedwiththeslackseason,thenumberofChristianbelieversattending
gatheringswillbesmallerduringthebusyfarmingseason,andsometimestheactivitieswillbe
cancelled．

TheSundayserviceprocedureofNiChurchisalsorelativelysimple(seeTable３Ｇ４belowfor
details)．AsalargenumberofyoungandmiddleＧagedpeopleleavethevillagetowork,thereisno
morechoirperformanceinSundayworship,andthetraditionaltestimonymomenthasbeencancelled
inthepasttwoyears．

Table３Ｇ４　SundayServiceProceduresoftheNiChurch〔１５〕

Procedures Description

１ Thehostgreetsandprays

２ Sermon

３ Thehostprays

４ Congregationsinging “InloveIwanttodeclare”

５ Theleaderofthechurchblessesandprays

６ Announcements

７ ThecongregationrecitestheLord􀆳sprayer

　　Throughthecomparisonofurbanandruralchurches,wefoundthat,intermsofactivity
frequency,activitycontentandworshipprocedures,urbanchurchesarerelativelydynamicandtheir

３８
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activitiesare wellＧmanaged,whileruralchurcheslackvitalityandtheiractivitiesarerelatively
simplified,andthetraditionof“testimony”,whichhadalonghistory,hasdisappearedinthepasttwo
yearsinruralchurches．Inaword,theruralchurcheshasreduceditsattractiontotheremaining
believersandnonＧbelievers．

３．TrainingofTheologicalpersonnel
AlmostalltheologystudentsoftheruralchurchinL CountycomefromthecountyBible

trainingclasswhichwasestablishedin１９９５．Theprogramlastedoneyearatfirstthreeyears,and
thenchangedintotwoyears．Therewere４－５fullＧtimeteachersintheclass．Otherteachersare
visitingteacherswhousuallyteachinashortperiodoftime,for３－５days．Theteachingcontentof
thecourseismainlyBiblelearning,supplementedbysomepastoralcourses．Therewereintotal１２
termsgraduatedfromtheclass,eachtermwith５０－１００studentsenrolled．In２０１７,thecountyBible
trainingclasswasclosed．

TheruralchurchesinL Countygenerallypay moreattentiontobuildingfacilitiesthanto
trainingtheologicalstudents．Forexample,IntheNichurch,theologystudentsonlyhaveamonthly
livingallowanceof３００Yuan．Asmigrationbecomesthemainstreamcultureinthelocalareain
recentyears,manytheologystudentsinruralchurcheswentoutside．Thetheologystudentswhostay
intheruralareaswereoftenoverwhelmedbythegreattensionbetweenfaithandsecularsociety．A
theologystudentinNichurchsaid:“IprayfortheLordtoprepareajobthatcanbothprovidetimeto
serveandearnmoney．Iamstillyoung,ifIhavebeenathomeallthetime,otherswillgossip．”

Anothertheologystudentsaid:“Intheageofmoney,youngpeopleallgoouttoearnmoney．Migrant
workerscanearnmorethan１,０００Yuanasadishwasher．Itisverydifficulttosupportmylifewith
subsidiesfromthechurch．Ihavetosupportmyfamilies．SometimesIalsowanttoescapefromthe
service．”

Thetrainingandgenerationcontinuationoftheologystudentsinurbanchurchesarerelatively
better．BesidesthegraduatesfromthecountyBibletrainingclasses,youngertheologystudentswho
haveahighschooldegreeorhigherdegreecanbesenttoHenanTheologicalSeminary,Zhongnan
TheologicalSeminaryorNanjingJinlingTheologicalSeminarytostudytheologyundergraduate．For
example,inthe North Church,thereare４－５ youngtheologystudentsgraduatingfrom the
seminariesmentionedabove．Moreover,theincomeoftheologystudentsintheurbanchurchis
relativelybetter．AcoupleoftheologystudentsfromtheCheChurchsaidthattheyhaveamonthly
subsidyof３,０００－４,０００Yuan,whichisfullysufficient．

Afterthe government􀆳sspecialgovernance of Christianityin ２０１８．relevant government
departmentsrequirethatfuturetheologystudentsshouldbesenttoformalseminaryqualifiedbythe
state,and should meetthe requirementfor education background and agelimit．This will
undoubtedlyfurtheraggravatethedifferentiationbetweenurbanchurchesandruralchurchesinthe
cultivationoftheologystudents．

４．TheologyConstruction
ThesurveyfoundthatthebeliefsofChristianbelieversinL Countyaregenerallyofgreat

practicalityandutilitarianism．Theypaymoreattentiontothetreatmentofdiseases,thesuccessand
blessing,economicincomeandgoodworkbroughtbybeliefstofamilies．Inpublicprayers,some
wordsexpressingsecularsuccess,suchas“everythinggoeswell”,and“happinessforalifetime”,are

４８



LuoyingZHAO:NewUrbanizationandtheChangesofChristianChurchesinCountyTownsandRuralAreas———TakingLCountyinCentralHenanasanExample

oftenbroughtintoprayers．ThetestimonyreadoutattheendofSundayworshipisalmostallabout
successindiseasetreatment,children􀆳sschooling,examinations,work,findingapartner,pregnancy,

etc．AChristianbelieversaid:“WebelievethattheLordmustletothersseethatwearechildrenof
God．BelievingintheLordisgoodforus．”

Inaddition,thechurchinLCountyalsohastheobviouscharismaticinclination,characterizedby
folkreligiousbelief．Itismainlyrepresentedinthefollowingaspects．Firstly,inworshipandpraise,

thecongregation willclaphands,applaud,dance,speakdialectsandlaugh．Secondly,itisalso
commonforChristianbelieverstohavestrangedreamsandtoseevisions．Forexample,onepreacher
ofCheChurchwastoldbyanelderwhocanseevisionthatGodhadchosenherexceptionallyandshe
shouldgotostudytheology．Duringtheinterview,theauthoroftenheardbelieverstalkingabout
whatdreamstheyhadandhowGodinspiredthem．Thirdly,itisaboutcuringdiseasesanddrivingout
demons．Whentheleaderofthechurchpraysforsickbelievers,theyusuallymakethebelieversput
theirhandsonthepartofthebodywhichissickandpraytodriveoutthesickspiritinthenameof
theLord．However,Theauthorfoundthattheydidnotunderstandorpayattentionto what
Christianityisreallyabout,neithertotheteachingsanddoctrinesofChristianity．

Withthereductionofruralchurchclergyandvolunteers,theweakeningofpastoralability,and
thelackofdiscernmentandresistanceofsomeelderlybelievers,inadditiontothebackgroundofthe
overallpragmatismofthechurchbeliefinLCountyandtheneglectofdoctrine,heresycultshave
beenespeciallyrampantinruralareasinrecentyears．The “Bloodand HolySpirit”heresyfirst
appearedinLCountyaround２０１２,andhasbegantospreadtotheruralareasinrecentyears．AlongＧ
termresidencehasbeensetupinHuVillageunderthegovernmentoftheNiChurchandtheleading
quartersoftheheresybeensetupinanothernearbyvillage．Theyopenly “robsheep”fromthe
churches．Andthe“EasternLightning”heresyhasresurfacedinsomevillagesunderthegovernment
oftheLiChurch．

Inadditiontotheinvasionofhereticalcultsfromoutside,theinternalpastoralsituationofthe
ruralchurchesisalsorelativelychaotic．Duetothelack ofpastoraltalents,somechurches
indiscriminatelyabsorblearningmaterialsfromalloverthecountry．Theauthorparticipatedinthe
morningprayeroftheNiChurchandfoundthatthematerialtheyusedwasabookcalled“Songof
Songs”broughtbackbyabelieverfromherrelativesinHeilongjiangprovince．Theauthorbrowsed
thebookandfounditawordbywordinterpretationoftheSongofSongsinbible,fullofpersonal
subjectiveexperiencesandfeelings．ItalsorecordedthewordstheHolySpiritsaidtothechurchand
songssungbytheHolySpirit．TheNiChurchnotonlypromotesandlearnsthismaterialthroughout
thechurch,butalsoencouragesbelieverstojointheorganization􀆳sWeChatofficialwebsiteandlearn
othersermonsandmaterials．Fromthisincident,wecangetaglimpseofthechaosinthetheological
constructionofruralchurches．

However,thesermonsoftheurbanchurchesisrelativelymorefaithfultotheBible．Moreover,

theauthordiscoveredthatintheyouthgatheringintheNorthChurch,believersadoptedanovelway
ofgroupdiscussionandattachedgreatimportancetotheinteractionbetweenthescriptureandthe
believers．Duringonefeildinvestigation,ThesubＧthemeofthegatheringwas“lookingatyourselfＧ
worththroughthecharactersintheBible”,andtheleadersinterpreteddeeplytohelpthebelievers
applythebibletotheirpersonallives．
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５．FinantialOfferings
Withalargenumberofruralbelieverssettlingdownincounty,thegapbetweentheoffering

incomeofruralchurchesandurbanchurchesisgraduallywidening．Intheoldurbanizationstage,

ruralbelieversoftenreturnedhomefromtimetotimeaftergoingouttowork,andbroughttheir
offeringsbacktotheirhometown．Inparticular,theSpringFestivalisthepeakperiodformigrant
workersreturninghome,anditisalsotheperiodwhenruralchurchesreceivethemostofferings．
However,withthedevelopmentofnewurbanization,believershave“uprooted”andsettleddownin
countytowns．Offeringsfrom ruralareashavebeen decreasedcontinually,andofferingsfrom
churchesincountytownshavecontinuedtogrow．Forexample,theofferingsoftheChechurchin
thecountyisashighas２５０,０００Yuaninjusttwomonths,whiletheLichurch􀆳sincomeinthelast

quarterisonly３６,８９２Yuan,inadditiontothespecialofferingsofChristmas．
Inaddition,IfwelookatthebuildingoftheChurch,Urbanchurchesareverymoderninboth

externalarchitectureandinternaldecoration．However,Someruralchurchesarestillverycrude,for
example,thechurchbuildingofGangChurchisstillrebuiltfromtheoriginalthreeＧstoreytilehouse．
Theinternalfacilitiesareveryscarce．Thereareneitherinfrastructuresuchasholyplatformsand
projectors,norspecialofficesandparkingsheds．Believers􀆳vehiclesareparkedinthealleyoutsidethe
church．Andthealleyisstilladirtroad,whichmakesitdifficultforvehiclestoenterinrainydays．

Ⅳ．Conclusion

Tosumup,throughtheanalysisofthedevelopmentandchangesofurbanchurchesandrural
churchesinLCountyinthepasttenyears,wethinkthatthedifferentiationofurbanandrural
churchesisgetting worseand worseunderthebackgroundofnew urbanization．Althoughsuch
differentiation,especiallyinsomeaspects,suchasfinantialofferingsandtheologicalpersonnel
trainingalreadyexistedintheoldurbanizationperiod,evenbeforetheriseofurbanizationinthelate
１９９０s．However,thewaveofurbanizationofmigrantworkersbroughtaboutbythenewurbanization
inthepasttenyearsundoubtedlyintensifiedfurtherthedifferentiationofurbanandruralchurches,

makingtheproblemevenmoreprominent．
Inaddition,since２０１８,thegovernment􀆳sspecialgovernancemeasuresinHenanProvincehas

sharplyreducedthenumberofruralchurches,andthenumberofchurchesincountytownremains
unchanged．Somepeoplemaythinkthatitisbecauseofthegovernment􀆳sgovernancemeasuresthat
thegapbetweenruralchurchesandurbanchurcheshasfutherwidened,butwethinkthatthe
government􀆳sspecialgovernancemeasuresarenotthemainreasonthataffectstheintensificationof
thedifferentiationbetweenruralandurbanchurches．Theurbanizationoftheagriculturaltransfer
population,andthewaveofsettlementbroughtaboutbythenewurbanizationarethefundamental
reasons．

Judgingfromthecurrentsituation,itisageneraltrendforruralchurchestodeclineandfall．
However,withtheimplementationoftheruralrevitalizationanddevelopmentstrategyputforward
bythegovernmentin２０１７,ifbelieverswhoflowtocitiesortownscanbeattractedbacktotheir
hometownstostarttheirownbusinesses,itmayalsobringnewopportunitiestoruralchurches,
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whichrequiresresearcherstocontinuetofollowupandpayattention．Althoughthedevelopmentof
urbanchurchesisontheriseasawhole,italsofacesmanychallengesanddifficulties:

Firstly,thereisatensionbetweentheincreasingnumberofbelieversandthelimitedcapacityof
thechurch．Withtheemphasisofthestateon“promotingthedevelopmentofnewurbanizationwith
countytownsasanimportantcarrier”,Financialtransferpaymentsandpublicexpenditureswillbe
moretransferredtocountytowns．Predictably,inthenextfewyears,itwillcontinuetoattractmore
migrantworkersflowingoutoftheprovincebacktothecountyforemploymentandbuyinghouses．
Sothenumberofbelieversincountytownswillcontinuetorise,butaccordingtotheauthor􀆳s
researchandobservation,thespaceinthechurchhallincountyhasbeenslightlytightatpresent．
Howtocopewiththecontinuousinfluxofnewcomersinthefutureisaproblemtodealwithassoon
aspossible．

Secondly,thereisatensionbetweenthediversityofbelieversandthe“rough”wayofpastoring
ofmigrantworkers．Althoughtheeducationallevel,occupationaldistribution,livingbackgroundand
lifestyleofthebelieversinthecountyarenotascomplicatedasthoseinthefirstandsecondtier
cities,theidentitydifferentiationbetweenurbanresidentsandfarmerssettleddowninthecounty
stillexists．Forthefarmers,theyneedtoadapttothenewsocialandchurchenvironment．Thenew
urbanizationnotonlyasksmigrantworkerstoadaptthemodeofmodernindustrialoperation,but
alsotochangetomoderncivilizedlifestyle．〔１６〕Inthefuture,itisnecessarytothinkaboutwhether
thechurchcanplayanactiveroleinpromotingtheurbanizationofmigrantworkersandhelpthe
believersfromruralareastointegrateintocitiesandurbanchurches．

Thirdly,theformofactivitiesisrelativelytraditionalanditsattractiontoyoungandmiddleＧaged
believersisgenerallyinsufficient．Atpresent,themainformofactivitiesofthechurchesinLcounties
isstillthetraditional“preachgathering”,thatis,thepreachers“speak”andthebelievers“listen”,

andmostoftheparticipantsaretheelderly．Althoughtheworshipandpraisegatheringofthe
NorthernChurchandtheyouthgrouphavecertaininnovationsandattractionsintheiractivities,they
arestillfarfromenough．Thenumberofparticipantsintheyouthgroupgatheringisnotverylarge,

onlyabout１０people．Inthefuture,withthediversificationofthestructureofbelievers,thedemand
ofbelieverswillalsotakeondiversifieddirections．Apartfromeconomicproblems,thedemandfor
payingattentionstopsychologicalandemotionalproblemswillcontinuetorise．Itisurgentforurban
churchestocontinuouslyinnovatetheirformsofactivitiesaccordingtothediversifiedneedsof
believers,soastoattractmoreyoungandmiddleＧagedbelieverstoactivelyparticipate．

Fourthly,churchleadersarecharacterizedbytendenciesofaging,feminizationandlackof
theologicaleducation,Thephenomenom ofpatriarchyisalsoveryserious．Intheearlydays,the
churchleadersinLCountywereolderbelieverswhowereenthusiasticaboutchurchaffairsandhad
certainqualificationsandprestige．Inrecentyears,theybegantoseekintentionallytopasstheir
authoritytothenextgeneration,butthereplacementwasstillrelativelyslowandchurchleaders
havegenerallybecomeaged．MostofthechurchdirectorsinLCountyare５５to６５yearsold,andthe
directoroftheNorthChurchisasoldas７０yearsold．Fromagenderperspective,inthe１９８０sand
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１９９０s,theproportionofmalechurchleaderswasonthehighside,butinrecentyears,theproportion
offemalechurchleadershasbecomehigherandhigher,andtheproportionhasfarexceededthatof
male．Mostofthesechurchleadersdidnotreceivesystematictheologicaltrainingeither．Therefore,

aging,feminizationandlackoftheologicaltraininghavebecomethemaincharacteristicsofchurch
leadersinLCounty．Intermsofgovernance,patriarchyisalsoadopted,anddemocraticconsultation
governancewithinthechurchhasalongwaytogo．

Theabovediscussionismainlybasedontheanalysisofthedevelopmentandchangesofurban
andruralchurchesinLCountyincentralHenan．Althoughitisacasestudy,toacertainextent,it
alsoreflectssomenewsituationsandtrendsintheflowofbelieversinurbanandruralareasinrecent
yearsunderthebackgroundofnewurbanization．Inthefuture,with“newurbanizationcenteredon
countytowns”graduallybecomingthedevelopmentfocusandgeneraltrendofurbanizationinChina,

thedevelopmentofcountychurchesstillneedsmorescholars􀆳attentionandinＧdepthresearch．
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中文题目:
新型城镇化与县域城乡基督教会发展变迁研究———以豫中L县为例

赵罗英,助理研究员

中国北京市海淀区中国社会科学院民族学与人类学研究所

电话:＋８６１８００１０９８６６２,信箱:zhaoluoying１９８４＠１６３．com

摘　要:改革开放以来,中国经历了旧城镇化和新型城镇化两个阶段.近年来随着县域经济的崛起,以县城为中心的
新型城镇化成为促进农业转移人口市民化的重要方式,并对城乡基督教的发展格局产生了重要影响.本文以豫中 L县
为个案,从信徒数量与人口特征、组织活动与信徒参与、神学人才培养、神学建设、经济奉献五个方面具体分析了近年来

L县城乡信徒流动的新趋势和城乡教会的发展变迁.研究发现,在新型城镇化背景下,农村教会与城镇教会的差距进
一步加剧.农民“拔根”式的进城定居,使得农村信徒数量大幅减少、老龄化越来越凸出,且教会组织活动单一、简化,神
学人才流失严重,农村异端邪教重新肆起,经济奉献萎缩.农村教会走向凋敝已是大趋势,城镇教会虽然整体处于发展
上升期,但也面临不少挑战与困难.

关键词:新型城镇化;县域;乡村教会;城镇教会
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